Criminalistics is a profession that found its beginning in the first years of the 20th century when firearms evidence became a subject of investigational interest in the form of fired bullets, cartridge cases, and gunshot wounds. Under the impetus of great police leaders like August Vollmer, the scientific potentialities of police investigation gained recognition, support and application. Through the efforts of Vollmer, the first regularly constituted criminalistics laboratory to be established in the U.S.A. was created in 1923 in the Los Angeles Police Department.
Later, the first curriculum in criminalistics in the world was formulated at the University of California at Berkeley and put into effect. This led to the now criminalistics major in the School of Criminology. This center of activity and interest at U.C., attracted students to the facets of scientific application to identity problems found in the synthesis of law and science called criminalistics. The wheels of research began to turn. New methods were involved, ingenuities heretofore known in biochemistry, chemistry, physics, microscopy and mechanics were suddenly applied to the problems of physical evidence investigation. From this educational institution there began a steady flow of research papers, knowledge, and graduates ready to practice professionally.
The various law enforcement agencies in California have happily taken advantage of this new weapon against crime, and there has been a steady progression in number of laboratory operations and qualified criminalists in California during the past decade.
It became apparent that a requirement had developed for the association of criminalists for mutual benefit in an effort to provide the utmost strength to the newly developing profession. It was thus that the spawn of the mother university came to the threshold of a new experience in professional development. In February, 1953, a group of criminalists began to plan an organization of physical evidence examiners which eventually led to the formation of the California Association of Criminalists. On April 11, 1953, sixteen physical evidence examiners from the leading law enforcement laboratories in California met in a first seminar session to consider current technical developments as well as matters of professional activity. The practice of "general criminalistics" is based upon the broad aspect of treatment of the physical evidence problems of law enforcement. General practice includes a laboratory operation, but extends also to the scope of staff assistance to the Chiefs of Law Enforcement and District Attorneys in matters concerning overall problems. It includes a physical evidence consulting service, police training, coordination of drinking driver programs, liaison with the medico-legal operations, progressive planning and recommendations for solutions to various law enforcement physical evidence problems.
General criminalistics involves an understanding of the capabilities and limitations of testing in relation to the requirements of the law. The general practitioner is concerned with the best approach to the solution of a forensic problem that may involve an evaluation or choice of various methods. He is sufficiently grounded in chemistry, physics, biochemistry, and legal requirements to make applications to a broad variety of tests, evaluations and studies in the general scope of physical evidence problems. In this concept he differs from one who is limited to a specialty such as firearms examination, blood testing, chemical toxicology, document examination, technical photography, microscopy, etc.' Subsequent semi-annual seminars followed with the ultimate establishment of a formal organization in 1954 having a constitution, a code of ethics, and an executive-secretary. One of the basic concepts of the organization has been a determination to achieve and maintain intensive participation by all members in the affairs of the association. Membership, therefore, has been limited to state residents who meet a high standard of qualification requirements and who maintain specified standards of seminar attendance and participation.
Objectives of the association include the following:
1. Foster an exchange of ideas and information within the field of criminalistics. The association has grown substantially during the decade of its infancy. From a charter member group of sixteen, the roster now includes fortyfive members.
The only officer of the association was an executive-secretary until October, 1961, at which time the growth of the activities of the association in implementing its objectives led to a reorganization of its management. The officer staff now consists of a president, president-elect, recording secretary, editorial secretary, treasurer, executive committee member-at large, and the immediatepast-president. This new organization will facilitate the disposition of business matters by delegation of responsibility.
There is no official medium at the present time for publication of technical matter presented at Seminar. However, the association in the near future expects either to adopt or initiate a journal for publication and -dissemination of technical information.
The stature of criminalistics has otherwise grown as a profession largely because of the activities of the association. Members of the Bar and Jurists now more fully appreciate the skill, the objectiveness, the technical training, the breadth of consideration, the depth of perception and the maturity of concept which are involved in criminalistics operations.
Although the employment of physical evidence facilities is predominantly in municipalities in support of law enforcement, (hence the word, "criminalistics"), the function of physical evidence application to noncriminal problems is present; however, it is a function which is latent, and largely unexploited In civil work. It has become evident that the criminalist under the association concept is a champion of the truth whether it be in a criminal matter or civil matter. A criminalist examining evidence in a criminal case does so as much on behalf of the defendant or suspect as he does on behalf of the peace officer.
The association is actively considering eventual licensing, registration, or certification in order to protect the public through ensuring professional standing and competency. 3-61 3-61 10-61 10-61 10-61 10-61 10-61
